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Message from Pat Hunt - CEO 

 

Welcome to our Spring term newsletter. We continue to bed in new ways 

of working as a Multi-School’s Trust. The Chairs and Vice Chairs from our 

schools have met twice and are looking at how they can make sure                   

communication between our schools and the Trust Board is open and 

transparent and how governing bodies can support and influence the 

Board.  

Local governing bodies play a vital role in supporting and challenging 

processes and practices at school level and I hope this experience will   

also help us develop further as a growing trust. 

I would also like to thank all governors for their commitment and                        

continuing support for our schools and I know the Head teachers also               

value their contribution. It is an unpaid role and one that takes up a great 

deal of time and effort. Thank you Governors. 
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Focus on PSHE 

A growing body of research shows that pupils who are emotionally healthy do better at school.                       

Personal, Social and Health Education helps children and young people to achieve their potential by 

supporting their wellbeing and tackling what can affect their ability to learn, such as anxiety and                   

unhealthy relationships. 

The schools in the Greywood Trust embrace the teaching of PSHE and you’ll see in this newsletter  a     

flavour of what each of our schools have been delivering as part of their PSHE programme. 

 PSHE at Henry Chadwick 

During Autumn 1, each class learnt about the topic Me and 

My School, exploring rules and choices, understanding the 

role of the School Council and applying and voting for our 

School Council representatives. Year 3 received a visit from a 

local councillor, who shared with them her experience of             

being on the parish council and how she was elected.  

 

Throughout Autumn 2, we focused on the topic Happy and 

Healthy Me. During this topic we explored the importance of 

physical and emotional health. To support this topic, Key 

Stage 2 have taken part in weekly session delivered by         

Progressive Sports to help develop emotional wellbeing and 

resilience through a variety of practical activities. The children 

have  enjoyed facing new challenges, ‘The cube’ and               

orienteering being particular highlights. During these sessions 

the children have worked as a team, developing their                

communication, resilience and supporting one another. The 

introduction of the Golden Mile in September for all classes, 

Forest School and the opportunities to attend yoga club and 

mindfulness colouring club and continues to support our pupils 

with their emotional health.  

 

This half term our PHSE focus has been Me in the World,                      

children have learnt about the environment and sustainability 

and this has linked to our class topics. To support this topic 

Packington Pork visited each class to support our teaching, 

delivering sessions on the Countryside Code and Food Miles.  

 

During safety week, NSPCC will be delivering an assembly and 

workshops to the whole school on issues related to Speak out/ 

Stay Safe and classes will complete activities related to Safer 

Internet Day.  

 

To further support children’s emotional wellbeing in school, 

staff have attended training delivered by Malachi on Screen 

Addiction, Resilience in Staff and Emotional Health in children. 

A member of staff is currently undertaking Emotional Literacy 

Support Assistant training (ELSA). After half term we will be 

working with the charity, Fireworks, who will be delivering            

sessions focused on self – confidence and managing                    

emotions. 
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PSHE at The Friary School  

Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education is a school subject through which pupils                     

develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage their lives, now and in the future. 

PSHE provision at The Friary is embedded within the curriculum and is delivered mainly through subject 

areas but it is also delivered discretely through ‘focus weeks’. The first focus week of the year was held 

in early October and recognised National Sexual Health Week. This was a great way to start the year 

as we have always placed a strong emphasis on relationships education, relationships and sex              

education (RSE) and health education at The Friary. It is an important topic for young people and a 

topic that they find interesting and engaging.  

As we move forward through the year students will continue their 

PSHE learning with focus weeks devoted to World Aids Day, World 

Cancer Day, International Day against Drug Abuse and Safer              

Internet Day amongst  others. As with Sexual Health Week we will 

continue to provide targeted assemblies, tutor activities and a               

collapse of the timetable for different year groups on rotation. 

Wherever appropriate we will also exploit links with the wider               

community to broaden students’ experience. 

Each focus week’s subject is communicated in advance on the 

school website and via social media. In this way we hope to                   

stimulate discussion at home as well as at school and a partnership 

between students, teachers and parents. 

As with all focus weeks students took part in a              

variety of carefully planned age appropriate                  

assemblies and tutor activities. The timetable 

was collapsed for Y10, for two lessons, so that 

students could attend a carousel of four sex and                           

relationship workshops. The Midlands NHS                      

prevention team visited us to deliver a sexual 

health presentation to Y11 students; the                           

involvement of external professionals always               

provides a deeply appreciated insight into the 

work that goes  on  in  the  local  community  

and  beyond and gives students a different               

perspective. Students always learn well when 

they can explore topics in a variety of different 

ways. 

More specifically, Y7 students considered the ways in which bodies change with puberty, Y8 students 

talked about trends in young people’s sexual behaviour and the concept of responsibility, Y9                    

explored how sex is portrayed in the media and older students discussed contraception and the  

dangers of sexually transmitted infection. Other important topics were covered by all our students 

and they were happy to tell us how much they appreciated the chance to do so! 
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PSHE at Queen’s Croft 

As a special school, students at Queen’s Croft High School typically face a range of additional                         

vulnerabilities that are not faced by their peers in mainstream schools.  The school works continually to 

identify methods for supporting the development of understanding of a range of complex areas that 

will help our students to thrive as successful adults on leaving the school.  A key part of this is the                      

curriculum for personal, social and health education. 
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A careers themed day in December enabled students to think 

about the specific talents they have and what they might wish to do 

for a career when they are adults.  For some students this involved 

investigating job opportunities around Lichfield; for some it included 

producing a CV and thinking about who they might approach for a 

part-time job.  In the afternoon, older students had a question and 

answer session with a senior manager from Tesco and workshops on 

job applications, interviews and social media considerations relating 

to professional life.  

After Easter the whole school will be addressing issues around Sex and Relationships Education with a 

specific emphasis on consent.  Parents are being invited into school before Easter to learn the                     

curriculum that is to be taught and staff are being supported to ensure that material is delivered in 

the most appropriate, sensitive manner. 

We are deeply committed to developing the whole person in our students and supporting them to be 

successful in their adult lives.  We look forward to continuing the learning journey with our student 

body. 

The most recent day explored a range of issues around 

healthy living.  Students had the opportunity to taste 

fruits and vegetables they had previously eaten and 

they took part in activity sessions designed to                   

promote wellness.  Students also talked and discussed 

some of the many activities and actions that can be 

taken to promote physical wellbeing and mental 

health. 

In addition to two hours weekly devoted this area in                

formal curriculum time, the school holds regular PSHE 

Theme Days to enable more in-depth discussion of topics 

of significance.  The first of these in October was linked to 

the film The Greatest Showman and involved celebrating 

the fact that we are all different and all special.  Many 

students chose to dress as characters from the film and 

spent the day thinking about what makes them unique 

and how we need to be kind to one another. 
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Outstanding NEET Figures for The Friary School 
 
One of the key measurements for any school is their NEET statistics. 

 

The term ‘NEET’ refers to Not in Employment, Education or Training’ school is judged by how many                  

students leave Year 11 without a positive next step in their education / career route. 

 

The school has regularly been better than Staffordshire and national averages but the 2019 figures 

were extremely impressive as 100% of the departing students remain in their placements. The large     

majority continued their education (95%) and the remainder were in workplace placements (5%). 

 

Carrie Cain, Assistant Headteacher, said: “Parents will be aware we have a comprehensive careers 

and aspirations programme and work very hard to ensure our students take positive steps forward. We 

are delighted with the 100% but, as with our approach elsewhere, we simply go again with the current 

cohort.” 

 

Matt Allman, Headteacher, added: “The NEET figures are testimony to the care of ensuring                         

appropriate curriculum for each student and the dedication in supporting them in their courses. The 

students see they achieve well and hence move forward with enthusiasm and confidence. It is this 

surety that we seek for every Friary student.”  

Focus on The Friary School  

 
We are delighted to flag up that Tabitha                    

O’Sullivan (Y11) has got down to the final 12 in 

the popular BBC show “The Greatest Dancer”. 

 

The standard is incredibly high but Tabitha,                 

performing with Team Vale, has made it onto Oti 

Mabuse’s team. They now need your support in 

the final knock-out stages. 

 

Full details on the show can be found at: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tvw90 

 

Their amazing audition performance can be seen 

at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=URQSu6-

zxOY 

School uniform guidance to be given statutory backing 

Mike Amesbury, Labour MP for Weaver Vale and a shadow minister, introduced a private member’s 

bill which aims to give the Department for Education’s school uniform guidance a statutory basis. The 

government has given its support to the bill therefore it is likely to pass and become law. 

 

The DfE’s current guidance strongly recommends a number of important points for governing boards 

to consider when setting a uniform policy. This include the importance of taking cost into account,  

including by evidencing that the best value for money has been achieved from suppliers. This means 

being wary of single supplier contracts. The guidance also highlights the relevance of discrimination 

law, encouraging schools to carefully consider requests to vary the policy to accommodate pupils’ 

religion, ethnicity, gender and other protected characteristics.  
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The Friary School - Buddy Bag Foundation Project 

 
As part of our work with Carrie Jahn from the Spires Care Home, we 

are flagging up the Buddy Bag scheme which seeks to support                 

children who have had to move into emergency accommodation. 

Often the children have left behind all of their belongings and the 

Buddy Bag is designed to offer a sign that wider care and support are 

out there for them. 

 

The next Buddy Bag session in Lichfield is Saturday 29th February from 

10.30am-12.30pm at Life Church, Lichfield. 

 

Anyone who wishes to volunteer to go along just need to go on               

Facebook link on so that organisers can manage the amount of             

volunteers. The connection is: facebook.com/BuddyBagFoundation 

 

The packing sessions are a lovely way of volunteering, they are                

informal, families of any age can go, and 180 bags get packed which 

are then delivered to refuge centres locally and around the UK. 

 

One popular option is knitting a teddy bear which is them given to a 

child – and a knitting pattern is available from the website below. 

 

Carrie Cain, Assistant Headteacher, said: “As a school we put great 

support into children from a wide range of backgrounds and this 

scheme adds further backing to the most vulnerable children. We 

would urge anyone who has the time or skill-set to get involved and 

make a difference.” 

 

Further information is available at: www.buddybagfoundation.co.uk  

About Safer Internet Day  
 

Safer Internet Day 2020 is on the 11th of February, and will 

be celebrated with the theme ‘Free to be’ – looking at    

identity online.  

 

Safer Internet Day aims to inspire a national conversation 

about using technology responsibly, respectfully,                   

critically, and creatively.  

 

Coordinated in the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre the 

celebration sees hundreds of organisations get involved to 

promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital 

technology for children and young people.  

 

I hope to be able to share with you on the next newsletter 

what our schools did to raise awareness on this day. 
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Safeguarding 

Safeguarding our children is always at the 

top of our list of priorities. All our staff,              

governors and trustees have completed    

update training in September. Keeping  

Children Safe in Education and Working  

Together to Safeguard Children are the two 

main documents we should keep in view. 

Keeping Children Safe in Education has 

been updated with the only real change is 

the inclusion of voyeurism –“up skirting”. The 

document can be found: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/uploads/
attachment_data/file/835733/
Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf 

Staff Wellbeing 

Staff wellbeing is an important  area of                   

significant   importance to us. The Education 

Support Partnership has done some excellent 

work in supporting staff wellbeing. 

Their support is available to anyone who works 

in schools and all kinds of issues including: 

 Feeling overwhelmed 

 Personal issues 

 Financial information 

 Issues of work-life balance 

Their helpline is 

Helpline- 08000 562 561 

Text helpline- 07909341229 

Childrens Mental Health Week 

To coincide with #ChildrensMentalHealthWeek (3-9 February) the children’s mental health charity 

PlacetoBe and the National Association of Headteachers (NAHT), have published a survey of 

school leaders which reveals that the number of schools commissioning professional help for             

children’s mental health issues has increased significantly since 2016.  Whilst the survey highlights 

an improved knowledge and recognition of pupil mental health in schools, it also draws attention 

to the difficulties that some pupils are experiencing in accessing the specialist support they         

require. As worrying is the survey revealing that the number of schools having to use their own 

funds to access professional counselling services for their pupils has doubled in the last three years.  

mailto:phunt@greywoodmst.co.uk
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835733/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2019.pdf
https://nga.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd&id=14f9a54815&e=981dab1694
https://nga.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd&id=3ca581a58d&e=981dab1694


Greywood  
Multi-Schools Trust 


