Message from David Werry– Chair of the Trust Board
On behalf of the Greywood MST Board, I would like to thank all members of staff for your tremendous
hard work over the last 12 months. Little did we know a year ago what the world was going to throw at
us. Nevertheless, we have survived and with your dedication, perseverance, resilience and sheer hard
work our schools have moved forward strongly, our pupils have been kept safe and high quality education has been delivered. That is a major achievement. The trust board has been immensely impressed
by all you have achieved. Thank you again, and best wishes for a very well deserved rest over the
Christmas holidays.
At our most recent trust board, we were able to welcome three new trustees:
Francis Chiwairiro, a chartered accountant currently working for the University of Wales
Steve Hawkins, a company managing director in the sports and leisure business
James Tye, a consultant with extensive experience in risk management
We look forward to working with them in the future.
We would also like to thank Bob Forster, who has stepped down as a trustee – although continuing to
serve as a member of the Queen’s Croft LGB – and Jenny Thompson, who will be stepping down as a
trustee in a few weeks’ time. Both of them have contributed hugely in getting the work of the trust
board up and running over the last two years.
Can I take this opportunity to wish you
very -

Autumn 2

Dec 2020

a

Email: phunt@greywoodmst.co.uk

Focus on Newly Qualified Teachers
It must be really challenging to come into the teaching profession during a pandemic. Here
you will see that the support given to help them succeed is really strong. Here’s to the next
generation of leaders!

Shelagh Golder - NQT in History
I am currently in my first term of my NQT year at The Friary School. I teach History to all Key
Stages, including both the GCSE and A-Level courses. Although I completed my teacher
training in East Anglia, I decided to return to the Midlands to begin my teaching career.
I have loved my experience at The Friary so far. My colleagues are very supportive,
especially those in my department. My mentor teaches the same subject and this means we
talk every day, alongside our scheduled mentor meetings.

Getting used to the pace of the profession is hard work and it can be challenging to keep
on top of everything. However, access to centralised resources makes lesson planning much
less onerous, with the continued support from all at The Friary is contributing to my constant
progression. Tackling the subject knowledge demands of A-Level also poses a challenge,
but I love my sixth form lessons and I am really enjoying being a Post-16 form tutor.

All NQTs at The Friary meet weekly for the Next Steps programme, a really useful CPD tool.
Not only does this encourage me to reflect on my teaching, but it also allows us NQTs to
check in with one another. I find it really helpful to swap strategies and converse about our
weeks.
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Focus on Newly Qualified Teachers Continued...
Zoe McPhie - NQT in French
I am originally from Yorkshire, but have been an honorary Midlander since university and I’m
enjoying getting to know the local area. I commute to school from Birmingham but the
students - especially those in my form - are educating me all about Lichfield. I love my tutor
group and it’s great having contact with students in a different context to lessons. When the
students give presentations about themselves to the class, a regular feature called ‘Friary
Presentations’, it can provide an insight into their hobbies and personalities. Although we
have lots of things to get through in form, there is still time to find about the students as
individuals.

School life is busy but becoming more and more manageable and with time you are able to
see the impact you are having. As a new teacher and a perfectionist, it is easy to doubt
yourself, but it’s nice to see that students have progressed when you revisit learning from a
previous lesson and it becomes clear that it has sunk in.

As Shelagh says, Next Steps sessions are extremely valuable, not just because the CPD is
useful, but because it’s a good opportunity to chat with other NQTs. We often teach similar
classes and it’s useful to swap insights, strategies and ideas.
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Focus on Newly Qualified Teachers Continued...
George Pilkington - NQT Physical Education
My first full-term of teaching has been thoroughly enjoyable at Queen’s Croft High School. In
times where being adaptable is paramount, I feel that I have built positive relationships with
students and staff and look forward to coming to work daily (Covid permitting!).
The students are fantastic, and I think we can all learn from their resilience in such
challenging times. I feel privileged to be able to contribute to their learning journey in P.E.
and try and win those small battles that can have such a profound effect later in life.

I think my best moment so far has been when I finally managed to get a really reluctant
learner to join in with one of my activities, and I even earned a smile too!
I still have a lot to learn myself, but I couldn’t have asked for more support from the
whole-staff team. I know that with their vast experience and my desire to help every child
achieve success in PE, whatever that might look like, that I will continue to grow and
develop as a practitioner in the future. Bring on 2021!
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Queens Croft - Letter to Boris Johnson
Well done– Samuel, Good Advice

I am writing on behalf of the Prime Minister
to thank you for your wonderful letter.
It was very good of you to get in touch
with your three tips for staying safe from
Covid-19, and for taking the time and
trouble to share your thoughts about this
important matter. Your advice very clearly
echoes the government’s “Hands. Face.
Space” Campaign.
Make sure you keep following these three
tips to keep your self and those around you
safe through the winter.
Thank you, once again, for writing.
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Christmas Jumper Day in aid of St Giles
Greywood MST has this year, chosen St Giles as the Trust’s chosen charity. There hasn’t ever
been a year when they needed the money more.
It costs £10 million to deliver the care St Giles provide locally each year and there is a
growing need for their services.
More information on how much we raised next year!
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Queens Croft - No Pens Wednesday
Putting spoken language in the spotlight.
No Pens Day Wednesday is an annual day of spoken
language activities that takes place in schools,
colleges and early years settings across the country.
Spoken language skills are fundamental for learning
to read and write, managing emotions, developing
friendships and entering employment. However,
spoken language is underrepresented in the
curriculum in comparison to reading and writing,
which is why it is such a valuable learning day for our
students.
After months away from the classroom, boosting pupils' speech, language and
communication skills is more important than ever so this is a great initiative to be part of.
Queen’s Croft High School took the opportunity to take part in the day. Although not all
students could participate in activities physically, in the classroom, staff managed to
facilitate some create activities for students over Teams which they thoroughly enjoyed.
Here are a selection of activities the students participated in on Wednesday.
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Year 11 Debating Competition Won by Darwin House
The Year 11 students from Darwin, Johnson, Garrick and Seward went head to head in a recent
debate for International Men’s Day. The standard
of competition was extremely high, with Darwin
House coming out as the overall winner.
The Darwin stars standing out were Emily Turner
(House Captain & Most Valuable Debater) and
Evie Hulme – not least because their overall team
was depleted by COVID absences.

Seward House Charity Week
Seward House recently enjoyed another hugely successful House Week in support of our
long standing charity partner The Midlands Air Ambulance.
Seward House came together magnificently during difficult times to put on a real show
and raise vital funds for charity. Highlights of the week included Mr Havill’s 100 laps of the
school inspired by Sir Captain Tom Moore. He completed the 23 miles within the week
finishing at lunch time on the Friday. All students in the House also pledged to walk a mile
around the school’s football pitch to support Mr Havill’s efforts. In total a combined mileage of 272 miles was covered by students in years 7-11.
Year 11 students ran a hugely successful “Guess the Number of Sweets in the Jar” competition – Miss Stone is still counting the sweets. Year 8 students created and sold House
coloured tinsel bracelets. Year 7 fought back against Johnson House with a second running of the successful ‘Penny Wars’ competition. Students in a number of Years, but
chiefly Years 9 – 10, created fabulously festive, re-usable face masks. These sold out in
record time and personalised baubles were also ordered by students in all years. These
will be available for collection before Christmas.
Sydney Tearle, Seward House Captain said: “I am overjoyed at the manner in which the
whole of Seward House came together during our House Week. Students in all Year
groups and Houses played a real part. This year it has been particularly difficult to organise activities that offered the opportunity for lots of people to get involved. I know also
that it has been difficult for lots of families. We really cannot thank you enough for you
kind donations, they will make a real difference to
“The Midlands Air Ambulance charity.”
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Henry Chadwick - Anti-bullying Week
The week was packed with activities launching
with 'Wear Odd Socks Day'. Each day began
with an anti-bullying themed assembly focusing
on a different aspect of bullying. During the
week, we made sock bunting that was
distributed amongst all three schools to
continue the 'United Against Bullying' message.
Keeping to the sock theme, we also made sock
puppets which we used to 'perform'
anti-bullying themed scenarios and solutions.
Children from The Friary produced short films for our children on how to recognise, prevent
and deal with issues of cyber-bullying - a growing problem amongst our younger generation.
The week ended with each class performing this year's anti-bullying song by “Andy and the
Odd Socks.”
The children really enjoyed the week of activities and have shown an increased awareness
of the issues
around bullying.
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The Friary School - Anti-bullying Week
As a school we are proud to have supported
the national anti-bullying campaign, and united
with other schools across the Greywood Multi
Schools Trust.
The message from the Friary was “Stand Up,
Speak Out!” as we work together to stamp out
bullying.
The week has been packed with activities, with
assemblies on how looking after each other
makes us a hero to those we help, especially those who may feel alone online. In tutor time
pupils have been buying anti-bullying wristbands, raising money for the Pathways charity.
Years 7 and 8 have been flying the flag for Friary, designing pennants to represent a school
coming together to look out for one another. Years 9, 10 and 11 have been examining what
drives people to become a bully and the best ways to combat it. It’s been really heartening
to see our school community getting behind the message of taking care of each other.
We’ve also run a competition to wear your most garish and outstanding tie on ‘Tie Day
Friday’ and, continuing the theme of stamping out bullying online, sending selfies in to the
school to show how we’re all different and all united, whether it’s in real life or on the
internet. Thank you to those who have lent their ties to the cause, even if you didn’t actually
want them back!

To top it all off, our House Leaders, Online Safety and Anti-bullying reps created videos of
advice and inspiration which have been sent to our friends and partners across the MAT. We
were also delighted to receive a fantastic display of odd socks, decorated with messages of
positivity and friendship from Henry Chadwick Primary school, showing how we can be
different in many ways but stamp out bullying and unkindness together.
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Queens Croft - 12C P.E Challenge
As part of our Children in Need Celebrations,
the pupils in 12C enthusiastically took part in
the last part of Joe Wicks’ awesome 24-Hour
P.E Challenge. Doing Jumping hacks, air
boxing, slow mountain climbers and squats.
They really worked hard and enjoyed
themselves. Special shout out to Peter who
joined in at home through a Teams call. Well
done lads!
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At Harvest 2020 Queens Croft High School
generously donated to Lichfield foodbank School
the equivalent of over 200 meals
Your donations make a BIG difference to helping local people in crisis

Lichfield foodbank is run in partnership with local churches
Registered charity number: 1162359 / Registered in England & Wales

Family Hub Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies
Family Hubs are helping individuals and families who need food supplies. If you can’t find the
money to buy food because of COVID-19, they may be able to help you. They will be able
to put you in touch with people and organisations across Staffordshire who are helping
people to find food supplies. They may also be able to help some families with an
supermarket voucher where you are in need of urgent food and have no other options. Our
team of Family Hubs will do everything we can to help you, so please get in touch.
More details can be found on
Family Hub Assistance Grant for Food and Essential Supplies | Staffordshire Connects
Please share
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